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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHARGE OF 

LAVINIA L. DOCK, R.N. 
WAR NURSING ABROAD 

In the varied and animated columns of The British Journal of Nursing 
we see many well-known names of nurses and physicians at the front. 
The Belgian doctors who came to the Congress at Cologne are all active 
and have been in close working relations with English nurses, some of 
whom they called upon personally at the outset. French committees 
are also being assisted by Mrs. Fenwick in securing staffs of English 
nurses. Miss Cutler, Miss Thurstan and others have had exciting 
adventures at the front and in reading the letters and articles both in 
the nursing press and the daily papers, one gets the impression that 
nurses in this war have been closer to the firing line and more nearly 
involved in the horrors and dangers of actual war than ever before. 
Not a few have been killed or wounded by shot and shell. Many have 
had narrow escapes from real peril and some have encountered the cold 
hatred engendered by race prejudice, which we somehow would never 
dream of any nurse meeting, so accustomed are we to thinking of our- 
selves as outside of all forms of dislike. 

Since the war began, the French nursing journals have not come 
and so we have heard nothing of Dr. Hamilton, but knowing the quality 
of her nurses and the official positions they have had in the army during 
peace, we feel sure that they are in the most responsible posts and are 
in the army hospitals. We feel certain, also, that during the stay of 
the French government at Bordeaux, the work of Dr. Hamilton, Miss 
Elston and their head-nurses must be having the official recognition that 
it deserves and we rather hope that one streak of the silver lining to 
the cloud may be the national prestige of these Nightingales of France. 

In Paris, we surmise, all the usual absurdities of a snobbish, amateur, 
untrained force of Red Cross society lady-nurses are going on; yet 
outside of the actual nursing, the French Red Cross, as The British 
Journal of Nursing reminds us, exceeds others in excellent arrangements 
of its auxiliaries in providing good and suitable food for all kinds of 
needy ones, both wounded and refugees or destitute families. 
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In Holland, though out of the war area, nurses and all others are 
overwhelmed with the needs of the refugees. 

Australia, New Zealand and Canada are sending nursing detach- 
ments to Europe. 

No word has been heard from Sister Agnes, though one of the English 
letters spoke of her being in Brussels with a staff of Sisters. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

Early in the new year the International Council will try to reach 
its members and get from them some definite word as to our next 
meeting — whether to give it up entirely. What they decide will not, 
of course, alter our national plans for the American Nurses' Association. 



THE OLD PROBLEM 



As we close our pages, the British Journal of Nursing for November 
7 comes to hand with an editorial on "Tinsel Glory," in which protest 
is again made against sending untrained women to nurse the soldiers. 
It would seem that while the War Office is taking care in the selection 
of nurses sent under its auspices, the British Red Cross, which seems 
never to have been in sympathy with trained nurses as a body, is allow- 
ing society women to go abroad wearing its uniform and symbol who, 
after reaching the front, assume active nursing duties and crowd out 
properly qualified women from such service. 

A well-organized nursing service for the Red Cross in time of peace 
is the only safe preparation for the proper care of the sick in time of 
war. Even from this country at the present time untrained women 
are going abroad under other agencies than the Red Cross and it would 
seem that in order to protect the sick and wounded in the armies from 
amateur nursing there should be broader co-operation between govern- 
ments than now exists. The lure of war has just as great a fascination 
for women as it has for men but the soldier must be properly enrolled 
and under proper supervision in order to fight, while anybody and 
everybody are still being allowed to care for those who are down and 
out. 



